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THE ORGANIC CERTIFICATION PROCESS

MAINTAINING YOUR ORGANIC STATUS

SIGNS AND STICKERS

MULTI-RESIDUE SOIL TESTING

FURTHER INFORMATION
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Section 1. Introduction and Scope

v3

1. INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE

1.1 INTRODUCTION
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Section 1. Introduction and Scope
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1.2  SCOPE
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Section 1. Introduction and Scope

v3

1.3 DESCRIPTION
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Section 2. Glossary of Terms
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2. GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Agricultural product/product of agricultural origin

Audit

Direct source organisms

Ingredient

Inspection

Marketing
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Section 2. Glossary of Terms

v3

Operator

Organic

Plant protection product

Preparation

Production





SECTION 3
LABELLING AND CLAIMS

Labelling and Advertising>

Labelling of Fibre, Textiles and Apparel>

GMO Labelling>

Labelling of Product in Transition/Conversion to Organic>

Labelling of Non-Retail Containers>
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Section 3. Labelling and Claims
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3. LABELLING AND CLAIMS

3.1 LABELLING AND ADVERTISING



14

Section 3. Labelling and Claims
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3.2 LABELLING OF FIBRE, TEXTILES AND APPAREL
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Section 3. Labelling and Claims
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3.3 GMO LABELLING

3.4 LABELLING OF PRODUCT IN TRANSITION/CONVERSION TO ORGANIC

3.5 LABELLING OF NON-RETAIL CONTAINERS





SECTION 4
PRODUCTION AND PREPARATION OF PLANTS AND PLANT PRODUCTS

Conversion>

Soils and Soil Management>

Pest, Disease and Weeds>

Substrates for Production of Mushrooms>

Seeds and Vegetative Productive Material>

Collection from the Wild>

Handling and Storage>

Storage and Transport>

Cleaning, Disinfecting and Sanitising>

Genetic Engineering>
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Section 4. Preparation and Production Standard for Plants and Plant Products (includes mushrooms)
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4. PREPARATION AND PRODUCTION STANDARD FOR PLANTS AND PLANT
 PRODUCTS (INCLUDES MUSHROOMS)

4.1 CONVERSION

4.2 SOILS AND SOIL MANAGEMENT
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Section 4. Preparation and Production Standard for Plants and Plant Products (includes mushrooms)

v3
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Section 4. Preparation and Production Standard for Plants and Plant Products (includes mushrooms)
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4.3 PEST, DISEASE AND WEEDS
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Section 4. Preparation and Production Standard for Plants and Plant Products (includes mushrooms)
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4.4 SUBSTRATES FOR THE PRODUCTION OF MUSHROOMS

4.5 SEEDS AND VEGETATIVE REPRODUCTIVE MATERIAL
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Section 4. Preparation and Production Standard for Plants and Plant Products (includes mushrooms)
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4.6 COLLECTION FROM THE WILD

4.7 HANDLING AND STORAGE

Contamination Control
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Section 4. Preparation and Production Standard for Plants and Plant Products (includes mushrooms)
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Soil and Water Conservation

4.8 STORAGE AND TRANSPORT

4.9 CLEANING, DISINFECTING AND SANITISING
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Section 4. Preparation and Production Standard for Plants and Plant Products (includes mushrooms)
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4.10 GENETIC ENGINEERING





SECTION 5
PRODUCTION AND PREPARATION STANDARD FOR LIVESTOCK (INCLUDES BEES,
POULTRY, DAIRY AND AQUACULTURE)

Livestock and Livestock Products from the following species; Bovine (including >
Bubalus and Bison Species) Porcine, Ovine, Caprine, Equidae, Poultry, Ratites and 
Cervine

>

Conversion>

Origin of the Animals>

Feed>

Disease Prevention and Veterinary Treatment>

>

Free Range Areas and Livestock Housing>

Beekeeping and BeekeepingProducts>

Aquaculture Production>
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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5.  PREPARATION AND PRODUCTION STANDARD FOR LIVESTOCK
  (INCLUDES BEES, POULTRY, DAIRY AND AQUACULTURE)

5.1 PRODUCTION AND PREPARATION OF LIVESTOCK AND LIVESTOCK PROUCTS FROM THE
FOLLOWING SPECIES; BOVINE (INCLUDING BUBALUS AND BISON SPECIES), PORCINE, OVINE,
CAPRINE, EQUIDAE, POULTRY, RATITES AND CERVINE.
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)

v3

Genetic Engineering
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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5.2 DEFINITIONS

5.3 CONVERSION

5.4 ORIGIN OF THE ANIMALS
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)

v3

5.5 FEED
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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5.6 DISEASE PREVENTION AND VETERINARY TREATMENT
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)

v3
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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5.7 FARMING MANAGEMENT PRACTICES, TRANSPORT AND IDENTIFICATION OF LIVESTOCK
PRODUCTS

Husbandry Management Practices
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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Transport and Slaughter

Identification of Livestock Products

Livestock Manure
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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5.8 FREE RANGE AREAS AND LIVESTOCK HOUSING

General Principles
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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Poultry
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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5.9 BEEKEEPING AND BEEKEEPING PRODUCTS

General Principles

Conversion Period
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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Origin of the Bees

Siting of the Apiaries
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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Feed

Disease prevention and veterinary treatments
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)

v3

jacobsoni

Farming management practices and identification

jacobsoni

Characteristics of hives and materials used in beekeeping
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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5.10  AQUACULTURE PRODUCTION
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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General Principles
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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bacteria

Standards
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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Construction agents

General Principles
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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Standards

General Principles

Standards

General Principles

Standards
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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General Principles



46

Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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General Principles 
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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Standards
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Section 5. Preparation and Production Standard for Livestock (includes bees, poultry, dairy and aquaculture)
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Standards



SECTION 6
PROCESSING AND HANDLING STANDARD (INCLUDES TEXTILES)

General>

Ingredients>

Processing Methods>

Pest and Disease Control>

Packaging>

Cleaning, Disinfecting and Sanitising of Food and Food Processing Facilities>

Textile Fibre Processing>
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Section 6. Processing and Handling Standard (includes textiles)
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6. PROCESSING AND HANDLING STANDARD (INCLUDES TEXTILES)

6.1 GENERAL

6.2 INGREDIENTS
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Section 6. Processing and Handling Standard (includes textiles)

v3

6.3 PROCESSING METHODS

6.4 PEST AND DISEASE CONTROL
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Section 6. Processing and Handling Standard (includes textiles)
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6.5 PACKAGING

6.6 CLEANING, DISINFECTING AND SANITISING OF FOOD AND FOOD PROCESSING FACILITIES
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Section 6. Processing and Handling Standard (includes textiles)
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6.7 TEXTILE FIBRE PROCESSING



SECTION 7
IMPORTED PRODUCT AND/OR INGREDIENT
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Section 7. Imported Product and/or Ingredient
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7. IMPORTED PRODUCT AND/OR INGREDIENT





SECTION 8
SOCIAL JUSTICE
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Section 8. Social Justice

v3

8. SOCIAL JUSTICE





SECTION 9
MINIMUM INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS AND PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES
UNDER THE INSPECTION OR CERTIFICATION SYSTEM

Production Units>

Transport and Handling>

Preparation and Packing Units>

Livestock and Livestock Products Produced by Animal Farming>

Irregularities and Infringements>
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Section 9. Minimum Inspection Requirements and Precautionary Measures under the Inspection or Certification System
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9. MINIMUM INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS AND PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES
 UNDER THE INSPECTION OR CERTIFICATION SYSTEM

9.1 PRODUCTION UNITS
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Section 9. Minimum Inspection Requirements and Precautionary Measures under the Inspection or Certification System
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9.2 TRANSPORT AND HANDLING
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Section 9. Minimum Inspection Requirements and Precautionary Measures under the Inspection or Certification System
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9.3 PREPARATION AND PACKING UNITS
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Section 9. Minimum Inspection Requirements and Precautionary Measures under the Inspection or Certification System
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9.4 LIVESTOCK AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS PRODUCED BY ANIMAL FARMING
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Section 9. Minimum Inspection Requirements and Precautionary Measures under the Inspection or Certification System
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9. 5 IRREGULARITIES AND INFRINGEMENTS





SECTION 10
RESTRICTED PERMITTED SUBSTANCES FOR THE PRODUCTION OF ORGANIC
FOODS

Precautions>

Requirements for the Inclusion of Substances in Section 10>

Table 1>

Table 2>

Table 3>

Table 4>

Table 5>

Table 6>

Table 7>

Table 8>

Table 9>
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods
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10. RESTRICTED PERMITTED SUBSTANCES FOR THE PRODUCTION OF
ORGANIC FOODS

PRECAUTIONS

10.1  REQUIREMENTS FOR THE INCLUSION OF SUBSTANCES IN SECTION 10
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods

v3
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods
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TABLE 1 

SUBSTANCES FOR USE IN SOIL FERTILISING AND CONDITIONING

Description, Compositional Requirements, 
Conditions of Use
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods
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Description, Compositional Requirements, 
Conditions of Use
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods
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Description, Compositional Requirements, 
Conditions of Use
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods
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TABLE 2

SUBSTANCES FOR PLANT PEST AND DISEASE CONTROL

Description, Compositional Requirements, 
Conditions of Use

Chrysanthemum cinerariaefolim

Quassia amara

Ryania speciosa

Azadirachta
indica
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods
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Description, Compositional Requirements, 
Conditions of Use

Bacillus
thuringiensis
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods
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TABLE 3

INGREDIENTS OF NON-AGRICULTURAL ORIGIN REFERRED TO IN SECTION 6 OF THIS STANDARD

INS Name

Food additives, including carriers

Carageenan
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods
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INS Name

Food additives, including carriers

Carrier

1. FLAVOURING AGENTS

2.  WATER AND SALT

3. PREPARATIONS OF MICRO-ORGANISMS AND ENZYMES FOR USE IN FOOD PROCESSING

4. MINERALS (TRACE ELEMENTS INCLUDED), VITAMINS, AMINO ACIDS AND OTHER NITROGEN
COMPOUNDS.



72

Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods

v3

TABLE 4

PROCESSING AIDS WHICH MAY BE USED FOR THE PREPARATION OF PRODUCTS OF AGRICULTURAL
ORIGIN REFERRED TO IN SECTION 3 OF THIS STANDARD

INS Name

Brassica
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods
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TABLE 5 

FEED ADDITIVES, CERTAIN SUBSTANCES USED IN ANIMAL NUTRITION AND PROCESSING
AIDS USED IN FEEDING STUFFS
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods
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TABLE 6

PRODUCTS AUTHORISED FOR CLEANING AND DISINFECTION OF LIVESTOCK BUILDINGS AND
INSTALLATIONS (E.G. EQUIPMENT AND UTENSILS). THESE PRODUCTS CANNOT BE USED TO CLEAN
FRESH AND PROCESSED PRODUCTS

Product
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods
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TABLE 7

FEED MATERIALS

1. Feed materials from plant origin

2. Feed materials from animal origin
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods
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3. Feed materials from mineral origin

4. The following substances are prohibited in the diet
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods
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TABLE 8 

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF ANIMALS PER HECTARE

5

5
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Section 10. Restricted Permitted Substances for the Production of Organic Foods

v3

TABLE 9

MINIMUM SURFACE AREAS INDOORS AND OUTDOORS AND OTHER CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING IN
THE DIFFERENT SPECIES AND TYPES OF PRODUCTION

Indoors area Outdoor area 
(Exercise area, 

Live weight minimum 

Indoors area

No/animals/ cm perch/
animal

Nest





SUPPLEMENTARY REQUIREMENTS FOR ORGANIC OPERATORS PRODUCING 
FOR THE USA MARKET

>

Livestock>

Pest management>

Prohibited substances>

Packaging and labelling>

Listing allowed and prohibited inputs>





Supplementary Requirements for Organic Operators Producing for the USA Market
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SUPPLEMENTARY REQUIREMENTS FOR ORGANIC OPERATORS PRODUCING
FOR THE USA MARKET

1.0 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS TO BE MET PRIOR TO SEEKING OFFICIAL ORGANIC ASSURANCES

1.1 Conversion period for land associated with organic livestock and plant production

1.2 Soil fertility and crop nutrient management practice 



Supplementary Requirements for Organic Operators Producing for the USA Market
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1.3 Treated lumber



Supplementary Requirements for Organic Operators Producing for the USA Market
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2.0 LIVESTOCK

2.1 Origin of livestock



Supplementary Requirements for Organic Operators Producing for the USA Market
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2.2 Livestock feed



Supplementary Requirements for Organic Operators Producing for the USA Market
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2.3 Livestock health care practice standard



Supplementary Requirements for Organic Operators Producing for the USA Market
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3.0 PEST MANAGEMENT

3.1 Requirements for facility pest management 



Supplementary Requirements for Organic Operators Producing for the USA Market
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3.2 Measures to be taken following the application of non-approved pest control substances 

4.0 PROHIBITED SUBSTANCES

5.0 PACKAGING AND LABELLING



Supplementary Requirements for Organic Operators Producing for the USA Market
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5.1 Packaging

5.2 Labelling

The term, “organic”

Calculation of % organic.  Products sold, labelled, or represented as “organic”.



Supplementary Requirements for Organic Operators Producing for the USA Market
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5.3 Limits on listing organic ingredients

6.0 LISTING ALLOWED AND PROHIBITED INPUTS



Supplementary Requirements for Organic Operators Producing for the USA Market
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6.1 Crop Inputs

(a) As algicide, disinfectants, and sanitizer, including irrigation system cleaning systems

(b) as herbicides, weed barriers, as applicable 



Supplementary Requirements for Organic Operators Producing for the USA Market
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  (c) As compost feedstock

(d) As animal repellents

(e) As insecticides (including acaricides or mite control)

(f) As rodenticides
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 (g) As plant disease control

(j) As plant or soil amendments



Supplementary Requirements for Organic Operators Producing for the USA Market
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(k) As plant growth regulators

6.2 Livestock Inputs



Supplementary Requirements for Organic Operators Producing for the USA Market
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(a) As disinfectants, sanitisers, and medical treatments as applicable



Supplementary Requirements for Organic Operators Producing for the USA Market
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(b) As topical treatment, external parasiticide or local anaesthetic as applicable.

(c) As feed supplements

(d) As feed additives



Supplementary Requirements for Organic Operators Producing for the USA Market
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substances or a synthetic substance listed in this section and used as an active pesticide 
ingredient in accordance with any limitations on the use of such substances.

6.3 Processing Inputs
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NEW ZEALAND
Level 4, 8 Pacific Rise

Mt Wellington, Private Bag 14946
Panmure, Auckland, New Zealand

Freephone 0508 00 11 22

T  +64 9 573 8000
F  +64 9 573 8001

AUSTRALIA
3-5 Lillee Crescent

Tullamarine, PO Box 1335 
Victoria 3043, Australia

Freephone 1800 247 478

T  +61 3 8318 9000
F  +61 3 8318 9001

E  info@asurequality.com
W  www.asurequality.com


